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HOUSE BI LL 1616

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session
By Representatives Anderson, Priest and Rodne

Read first time 01/24/2007. Referred to Committee on Appropriations.

AN ACT Relating to developing a new state funding fornmula for
student transportation; anending RCW 28A. 160.170; and creating new
sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) In a 2006 study of state funding for
ki ndergarten through twelfth grade student transportation, the joint
| egislative audit and review conmttee found that:

(a) Because school districts are not required to track or report
the costs of transporting students to and from school, there is not
precise information on the extent that the state funding fornmula for
student transportation covers such costs;

(b) There is, however, a high probability that on a statew de
basis, the cost of transporting students to and from school exceeds
state revenues for this purpose;

(c) Significant structural and inplenentation problens exist with
the current fundi ng nethod; and

(d) The legislature should carefully consider how to appropriate
funding for student transportation before decisions are nade to provide
additional funding to districts.

p. 1 HB 1616



a b W N

©O© 00 N O

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

32
33
34
35
36

(2) Therefore, the legislature intends to direct the office of the
superintendent of public instruction, in cooperation wth the
| egi slative evaluation and accountability program to develop a new
state funding fornmula for student transportation that addresses the
i ssues raised in the 2006 study.

Sec. 2. RCW 28A.160.170 and 1990 ¢ 33 s 143 are each amended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Each district shall submt to the superintendent of public
instruction during October of each year a report containing the
fol | ow ng:

((5))(a)(i) The nunmber of eligible students transported to and
from school as provided for in RCW28A.160. 150 for the current schoo
year and the nunber of mles estimted to be driven for pupi
transportation services, along with a map descri bing student route stop
| ocati ons and school locations, and ((fb))) (ii) the nunber of mles
driven for pupil transportation services as authorized in RCW
28A. 160. 150 the previ ous school year; and

((2)) (b) O her operational data and descriptions as required by
the superintendent to determne allocation requirenents for each
district.

(2) Beginning with expenditures reported for the 2006-07 school
year, each district shal | Separate the costs of provi di ng
transportation for eligible students to and from school as defined in
RCW 28A.160.160(3) from other transportation costs when reporting
expenditures for student transportation. The superintendent of public
instruction shall adopt rules, in consultation with the office of the
state auditor, that provide clear guidance for tracking and reporting
student transportation costs.

(3) Each district shall submt the information required in this
section on a tinely basis as a condition of the continuing receipt of
school transportation noneys.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) The  superintendent of public
instruction, in cooperation wth the Ilegislative evaluation and
accountability program shall develop and propose a new distribution
fornmula for allocating state funds for transportation costs under RCW
28A. 160. 150 t hrough 28A. 160. 180.
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(2) The distribution formula devel oped under this section should
seek to achieve the follow ng objectives:

(a) More accurately reflect the costs of providing transportation
for eligible students to and from school based on data reported under
RCW 28A. 160. 170;

(b) Pronote the efficient use of state and | ocal resources; and

(c) Continue to allow local control of school district student
transportation progranms, including determ nation of which individua
students are transported and by what manner and what routes are nost
efficiently used.

(3) The superintendent and the legislative evaluation and
accountability program shall nake a prelimnary report on the proposed
distribution formula to the governor and the education and fiscal
commttees of the legislature by Septenmber 1, 2007. A final report
W th recommendations, estinmates of the fiscal inpact of the proposal on
the state and school districts, and draft |egislation necessary to
i npl ement the proposal shall be submtted by Decenber 15, 2007.

--- END ---
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